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‘Let your light shine’ (Matt 5:15) 

 

Friday 28th August 2020 

Dear Parents, Guardians, Carers, Children and Young People, 

I hope that you have all managed to have a break over this summer period, and a time away from all things ‘school-

related’. I hope also that whatever you have been doing you have stayed safe and well. For those of you with 

children involved in A-Levels, GCSEs and BTECs – our thoughts have been with you all throughout this period of time. 

We hope that you are all ok, and that the final outcomes have been fair and reflective of your children and what they 

need to move on to the next steps in their personal journey. 

At the end of term I set out a timeline of communication, and promised that I would write on 28th August to confirm 

what the opening plans are for all of our schools, and to set out how we will be working during the next two short 

terms. 

A lot has changed since I last wrote to you. Lockdown has been increasingly lifted in some areas, and not so much in 

others. The guidance for schools has similarly changed in some respects, but not in others, though the consistency 

remains in the Government’s message that schools will re-open as planned in September, and for all children and 

young people. 

For our Trust this means that we will be opening all our school sites in the way that your school will have already 

indicated to you from 1st September. Next week, all of our schools will be investing valuable time into essential staff 

training and development and also welcoming  key groups of children and young people to school in order that they 

are ready for learning.  

On Monday 7th September all children and young people will be returning to school, as planned and will be engaged 

in our recovery curriculum. This is so that we can ensure that we have a really good understanding of where their 

learning is, on an individual basis, in order that we can best plan for their learning journey over the forthcoming year. 

To explain the approaches we will be taking, and why we need to take this approach, Jane Thomas - one of our 

School Improvement Partners, has prepared a short video for you so that you can gain a clear understanding of what 

we will be doing in our schools as we support the children and young people in our care back into school-life 

following an extended period of being away. 

The video can be found on our new YouTube Channel, and on this link. https://youtu.be/DoabH1ddJCg  

We have carefully assessed our opening plans and risk assessments, and it remains that only some of our schools will 

be in a position to offer Wrap-around-care, and/or Breakfast Clubs, based on strict risk assessment and ensuring 

safety of the provision. Your school will advise you if it is possible for these to run at this time. We will ensure that 

you are regularly updated as we do start to open the Wrap-around-care and Breakfast Club provisions from 

September, where possible. There will not be any school-run extra-curricular, after-school clubs running on our 

return, and we will continue to risk assess these in order to judge when we can restart them too. 

We have taken the decision to start small, and to be consistent – to open what we know we can safely in relation to 

our schools, and then to review in two-weekly blocks to see if our position needs to, and is able to change. This way 

we can assess and check our ways of working carefully to ensure the highest levels of care and safety are in place 

consistently before we seek to further open our provision.  

We are also aware of, and planning for, the possibilities of ‘local lockdown’ or the isolation of groups where there 

are suspected/confirmed cases of Corona Virus across the Trust. We will be guided by Public Health England and 

https://youtu.be/DoabH1ddJCg


 
each Local Authority and will take decisions on whether to close some provision to ensure the safety of everyone 

involved if we are required to do so. Where we are advised to close a bubble for a period of time, online learning 

will be available from the day following the closure for all pupils affected. We have been advised that even in a local 

lockdown there may not be an expectation of school closures, but there may be an impact on additional provision 

such as school transport, breakfast and after-school clubs where they are running. We will keep you informed of any 

changes and adaptations that we will need to make to the ways that we work. 

Lastly, and most importantly, we are all really looking forward to being able to bring everyone back to school and 

back into the exciting opportunities for learning that we have planned for this year. It is all going to look and feel a 

bit different, but our staff have been working tirelessly to explore different ways to bring learning alive, and to 

innovate where we’ve needed to change our approaches. We have a lot planned for the forthcoming year and are 

excited to be able to be working directly with all our children and young people in our school environments. 

My thanks, as ever, for your continued support, and we look forward to welcoming you all back (in a socially 

distanced manner) over the forthcoming weeks. I hope that you have a good bank holiday weekend. 

With kind regards, 

Jez Piper 

CEO 
Diocese of Bristol Academies Trust 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Does your child have any of the 

symptoms of COVID-19? (a high 

temperature, a new continuous 

cough, or a loss or change in taste 

or smell)? 

Flowchart for parents: what to do if someone has symptoms of COVID-19 

YES 

NO 

Does anyone in your household 

have symptoms of COVID-19? (a 

high temperature, a new continuous 

cough, or a loss or change in taste or 

smell)? 

NO 

Has your child been asked 

to self-isolate by NHS test 

and trace because they have 

had close contact with 

someone who has tested 

positive for COVID-19? 

NO 

If your child is 

well, they can 

attend school 

Your child must not attend school, and 
must stay at home for at least 10 days.  
 
You need to: 

 Inform the school 

 Arrange for your child to get tested as 
soon as possible for COVID-19 via 
the NHS testing website or by calling 
119 

 If you are concerned about symptoms 
or need advice, call 111 

 Make sure everyone in your 
household stays at home and follows 
guidance for households with 
possible coronavirus infection.   

 

 

YES 

Your child must not attend school, and 
must stay at home for at least 14 days.  
 
You need to: 

 Inform the school 

 Arrange for the person who has 
symptoms to get tested as soon as 
possible for COVID-19 via the NHS 
testing website or by calling 111 in the 
first instance or by calling 119 

 If you are concerned about symptoms 
or need advice, call 111 

 Make sure everyone in your household 
stays at home and follows guidance for 
households with possible coronavirus 
infection.   

 

 

YES 

Your child must not attend 
school, and must stay at home 
for at least 14 days.  
 
You need to: 

 Inform the school, if they are 
not already aware 

 Make sure your child stays at 
home and follows guidance for 
contacts of people with 
possible or confirmed 
coronavirus who do not live 
with the person 

 

 

Does your child 

test positive or 

negative for 

COVID-19? 

Does your 

household 

member test 

positive or 

negative for 

COVID-19? 

Has your child 

developed any 

symptoms of 

COVID-19? 

POSITIVE 

Your child must continue 
to stay at home until they 
are well and it has been at 
least 10 days since the 
child’s symptoms started. 
 
You need to: 

 Inform the school  

 Continue to make sure 
everyone in your 
household stays at 
home and follows 
guidance for 
households with 
possible coronavirus 
infection.   

 Prepare to be 
contacted by NHS Test 
and Trace and to 
provide details of 
anyone your child has 
had close contact with. 

 

 

Wait for the test results 

(usually 2-3 days)  

Wait for the test results 

(usually 2-3 days)  

After 10 days, if your child is well, 

they can return to school 

YES 

Your child must continue to stay 
at home, and you must return to 
the start of this flowchart 

 

 

NO 

After 14 days, if 

your child is 

well, they can 

return to 

school 

POSITIVE 

Your child must continue to 
stay at home for at least 14 
days from when the 
household member’s 
symptoms started.  
 
You need to: 

 Inform the school  

 Continue to make sure 
everyone in your household 
stays at home and follows 
guidance for households 
with possible coronavirus 
infection. 

 Prepare to be contacted by 
NHS Test and Trace and to 
provide details of anyone 
your household member 
has had close contact with. 

 

 

Has your 

child 

developed 

any 

symptoms of 

COVID-19? 

YES 

NO 

After 14 days, if 

your child is 

well, they can 

return to 

school 

NEGATIVE 

If your child is well, 

they can return to 

school 

 Household 

members can 

end isolation 

 You should 

inform the school 

if your child has 

tested negative 

START 


